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SUBJECT: TRADE UNION REACTION TO MONCLOA ECONOMIC ACCORDS 
REF: MADRID 7519 

1 . TRADE UNION REACTIONS TO THE ECONOMIC ACCORDS ANNOUNCED 
AFTER THE RECENT "SUMMIT" AT THE MONCLOA PALACE (REFTEL) 
HAVE BEGUN TO COME IN, AND ARE MIXED AT BEST. 

2. THE COMMUNIST-DOMINATED WORKERS' COMMISSIONS (SWC) 
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HAS CALLED UPON SPANISH WORKERS TO ACCEPT THE ACCORDS, 
PROVIDED REFERENCES IN THEM TO "EQUITABLE SHARING" OF 
BURDENS ARE MADE MEANINGFUL BY THE GOVT. HOWEVER, MEMBERS 
OF THE SWC SECRETARIAT, INCLUDING SECGEN CAMACHO, POINTEDLY 
AVOIDED TERMING THE ACCORDS A "SOCIAL PACT" IN A PRESS 
CONFERENCE OCT 12, CALLING THEM INSTEAD A "HISTORIC EVENT", 
AND EMPHASIZING THEIR RESERVATIONS ABOUT CERTAIN POINTS - 
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ESPECIALLY THE PROPOSED LIMITS ON SALARY INCREASES AND 
THE PROPOSED FREEDOM GIVEN EMPLOYERS (UNDER VERY LIMITED 
CIRCUMSTANCES) TO DISCHARGE SURPLUS WORKERS (THE VERY 
POINTS WHERE LABOR ACQUIESCENCE IS MOST IMPORTANT). THIS 
APPEARS TO INDICATE THAT THE SWC, WHILE PREPARED TO 
COOPERATE IN LINE WITH THE PCE’S CONTINUED EFFORT TO SHOW 
"RESPONSIBILITY ", IS KEEPING ITS OPTIONS OPEN IN CASE THE 
ACCORDS PROVE DANGEROUSLY UNPOPULAR WITH THE PCE/SWC 
CONSTITUENCIES. ON OCT 16 THE CONFEDERAL COUNCIL OF THE 
SWC RATIFIED THE SECRETARIAT’S EARLIER SUPPORT FOR ACCORDS. 
WITH THE SAME PROMINENT RESERVATIONS. AND ANNOUNCED PLANS 
FOR A PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN TO EXPLAIN THIS POSITION TO THE 
WORKERS. 

3. THE SOCIALIST UGT, WHILE EMPHASIZING ITS WILLINGNESS 
TO ASSUME ITS RESPONSIBILITIES FOR THE SOLUTION OF THE 
ECONOMIC CRISIS, DECLINED TO COMMIT ITSELF IN ANY WAY TO 
THE MONCLOA ECONOMIC ACCORDS, ON THE GROUNDS THAT: 

- THE UGT WAS NOT INVITED AND DID NOT TAKE PART IN THE 
NEGOTIATIONS (WHICH INCLUDED POLITICAL PARTIES ONLY). 

- ANY SUCH AGREEMENT SHOULD INCLUDE ESTABLISHMENT OF FULL 
TRADE UNION LIBERTIES (A REFERENCE TO LIMITATIONS STILL 
REMAINING SUCH AS THE RIGHT TO STRIKE, AND THE FAILURE 
DEFINITELY TO CALL THE PROMISED LABOR PLANT ELECTIONS). 

- A SALARY INCREASE "TOP" OF 20 IS TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE, 

SINCE AT CURRENT INFLATION WORKERS WOULD LOSE GROUND (THE 
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UGT CALLED FOR INCREASES "NEVER LESS" THAN THE INCREASE 
IN CONSUMER PRICES). 

- THE UGT CONSIDERS THE "UNACCEPTABLE" MONCLOA ACCORDS TO 
BE REALLY JUST A BASE FOR NEGOTIATIONS (CALLING EFFORTS TO 
MAGNIFY THEM INTO A "PACT” MERE GOVT IMAGE MAKING). 

3. TWO SMALLER UNIONS, THE FAR-LEFT UNITARY SYNDICATE (SU) 
AND THE ANARCHO-SYNDICALIST CNT, HAVE DENOUNCED THE MON- 
CLOA ACCORDS, AS COULD BE EXPECTED GIVEN THEIR PREVIOUS 
DECLARATIONS. 

4. COMMENT: WHILE IT IS TOO SOON TO WRITE OFF CHANCES 
OF TRADE UNION COOPERATION, INITIAL REACTIONS TO THE 
ACCORDS ARE NOT ENCOURAGING. ALL THE UNIONS CITED AMONG 
THEIR REASONS FOR REJECTION OR RESERVATIONS THE CONTINUING 
GOVT FAILURE TO ESTABLISH FULL TRADE UNION LIBERTY, AND 

(IN PARTICULAR) SET A FINAL DATE FOR THE LABOR PLANT 
ELECTIONS. THE UNCERTAIN PLANT ELECTION SITUATION IS 
ANNOYING AS A MATTER OF PRINCIPLE, AND VIRTUALLY OBLIGES 
UNION LEADERSHIP TO MAINTAIN A MILITANT POSTURE UNTIL 
ELECTIONS ARE SAFELY PASSED. THERE HAVE, AS A MATTER OF 
FACT, BEEN RUMORS THAT THE GOVT - QUICKLY RUNNING OUT OF 
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TIME AS THE INITIAL NOV. 15 DEADLINE APPROACHES - MAY 
HAVE TO MOVE THE ELECTION DATE BACK. STABLER 
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